[German education for treatment of penetrating gut traumata in army service].
On military missions abroad, surgical care for penetrating abdominal injuries differentiates from that given at home. The different conditions in the field usually include a single general surgeon with no further specialists or hospitals to rely upon. Thus a mismatch between treatment capacity and needs can be experienced in mass casualty situations. Therefore the focus is on damage control surgery, getting patients fit for evacuation, and transport home under intensive care if needed. Knowledge of ballistics and explosive devices are adjunct fields of interest, as they improve the understanding and treatment of military injuries. Although these aspects add up to additional training requirements to be met by our surgeons, we are convinced that the new German education standards will allow successful training of future military surgeons.